MOUNT ELDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

2008-2009 Parent Handbook

Dear Parent,


Welcome to an “award winning” middle school!!  Mount Elden Middle School has been recognized as “School of the Year” by the Arizona Daily Sun and is a two time winner of the Arizona A+ School!  These accomplishments show the quality of education you can expect for your child.


As your child begins middle school, we are sure you have concerns, and this is normal for all parents.  This handbook provides information that will help you gain a better understanding of the middle school philosophy and the goals of our schools.  At MEMS we recognize that adolescence is a special and sometimes a difficult time in a child’s life, but often this time of life is extremely rewarding.  Interestingly, many people remember more experiences from their adolescence than any other time of their life!!  At Mount Elden we want to make this period the most satisfying for your child both academically and socially.


We believe that parents are the primary directors and guardians of their child’s education, and parents are the most effective and influential teachers for their child.  Successful students have parents who take a great interest and personal involvement in their child’s school.  Visiting your child in school is one way to become involved, while getting to know and communicating with your child’s principal, teachers, and counselor is another way to help insure academic success for your child.


You are always welcome to visit Mount Elden, yet we know that a school visit can sometimes be difficult to schedule, or even intimidating.  MEMS is YOUR school, and once you have visited the school, you will feel more at ease.  Come in and have lunch with your child, volunteer to help a teacher or the office, and you will discover what takes place in our schools.


In this handbook, you will find some helpful information and suggestions that may assist you in becoming an informed and involved middle school parent.  We hope this handbook answers some questions, eases any tension and addresses concerns you may have, and we hope to see you at MEMS on a regular basis.  We hope you and your child have a GREAT school year!!!

Sincerely,

Rodney Johnson







Mike Moran
Rodney Johnson, Principal




Mike Moran, Assistant Principal
Mount Elden Middle School 

Middle School Concept

Mount Elden Middle School is committed to focusing on the learning needs of young adolescents. MEMS is organized and teachers are trained to address the academic, physical, and emotional needs of these young people as they face the changes that occur at this critical point in their development.  Mount Elden Middle School features concepts that have proven successful with this age group at schools around the country. Enrichment courses are provided at each grade level to provide a greater breadth of learning and to introduce students to the elective areas they will be able to enter in high school. Classes are organized heterogeneously to provide students ample opportunity to learn from the teacher as well as from one another. 

MEMS schedules a Success In Schools class to provide time for student-teacher interaction on a personal level.  Mount Elden provides programs for gifted, special education, and second language students to meet their special needs. MEMS employs counseling services, nurses, librarians, and a school resource officer to maintain a focus on student health and safety. Mount Elden Middle school is aligned with its respective high schools to allow for curriculum articulation and a smooth transition to the next level of education. 

Planning a Visit to School

It is important to understand how your child feels about school.  Begin by asking a few questions about your child’s perceptions and attitudes regarding school like:

· What is your favorite/least favorite subject, and why?

· How do you get along with your teachers, students and staff?

· How are you doing in specific classes?


Compare your child’s responses with the Progress Reports, Grade Reports and information you have received from the teachers.  Your child’s perceptions may be very different from what is really happening.  In many cases, children are doing much better than they believe.


If you are planning to conference with your child’s teachers, think through some questions to ask during the conference.  If necessary, write these questions down.  Ask your child if there is anything you should discuss during the conference.  Don’t be afraid to ask “hard hitting” questions.


Teachers and staff appreciate and welcome visits and inquiries by parents.  If you would like a formal conference with your child’s teachers, you should call the counseling office for an appointment.  Remember that your child has seven different teachers, and coordination of a parent conference for all seven teachers can take a little time.  Don’t be afraid to “drop in” for a conference though.  Sometimes issues with one teacher can be addressed quickly and effectively by dropping in.  In either case, parents are welcome at anytime at MEMS.


When you arrive at MEMS, please check in at the office.  You will be given a visitor’s pass if school is in session which is from 7:45 a.m. -2:30 p.m.  Teachers are available for conference daily during their preparation period, before school or after school until 3 p.m.

Suggestions for Working Parents


When both parents work, it is sometimes difficult to find the time to visit school.  Most parents can take an hour off work for a scheduled school visit/conference.  If it is impossible to get away from work during the school day, you can arrange a telephone conference with your child’s counselor.  Our school has speaker phones that can accommodate this conference.  Since school starts at 7:50 a.m., you may be able to leave home a few minutes early and conduct a conference prior to the start of school.


Many parents attend evening or weekend school functions, such as band, orchestra, drama, or athletic events.  Teachers are often on hand at these events, and if teachers agree, you can meet with them at these events.  Remember, many teachers are also working parents and understand the difficulties you face.  If you are willing to make the effort to meet with them, most teachers will do likewise.

HOMELOGIC:  CHECK YOUR STUDENTS GRADES ON LINE

We are excited to introduce HomeLogic and know it will be a useful tool for parents to become more involved in their student’s school life.  HomeLogic allows you to look at your students grades and attendance to see how they are doing in class.  Teachers update their grade books as often as possible and attendance is taken daily so that you can see how your child is progressing.  HomeLogic is a Web-based program offered at MEMS for secure viewing of select student information stored in the school student information system. Computer resources and Internet access are required to use HomeLogic.  Households without these capabilities may use HomeLogic via FUSD Family Resource Center resources or resources at other public/private facilities (e.g., library).
To set up a Homelogic account please contact Sandy Brigman at sbrigman@fusd1.org or call her at 773-8266.  HomeLogic users must have a valid username and password to access the program.  HomeLogic can be accessed via an Internet browser at address https://logic.fusd1.org/homelogic/.

Family Involvement Partnership (FIP)

The Flagstaff Unified School District has an officially-adopted Family Involvement Partnership policy.  The partnership’s mission is that families and schools work together to help students become responsible, contributing members of the community.  This partnership includes the following contract which is also found in student agendas:

MEMS School/Parent/Student Partnership

Parent/Guardian Agreement

Mt. Elden Middle School staff firmly believes that parents or guardians are essential to their child’s academic success.  Therefore, each parent or guardian agrees to do everything within his/her ability to be an active member in his/her child’s education.

I, the under-signed parent/guardian, am committed to helping my child be successful in school.  Therefore, I will encourage my son/daughter by doing the following:

· See that my child attends school daily, well-rested, on time and ready to learn. 

· Support and enforce all MEMS and FUSD school rules.

· Make a time for homework in a quiet and well-lit place, review homework daily with my child, check my child’s agenda and use HomeLogic to look at grades online.

· Stay aware of what my child is learning by communicating with teachers and attending all conferences.  

· Read with my child and let my child see me read as often as possible.

· Provide for the health, hygiene and nutritional needs of my child.

· Support my child’s attendance, if necessary, to the “Elect to Learn” class which will meet from 2:27 to 4:00.  

Signature________________________________________
Date___________________
Student Agreement:  MEMS= My Education Means Success!!!

It is important that I work to the best of my ability.  Therefore, I will do the following:

· Attend school and be on time every day.

· Be an active participant in my education.

· Pay attention in class and ask for help.

· Come to school ready to learn and put forth my best effort.

· Complete and return all homework and in-class assignments.

· Follow all school and district rules.

· Respect myself and others.

· Attend, if necessary, the “Elect to Learn” class which will meet from 2:30 to 4:00.  

Signature________________________________________
Date___________________

Teachers’ Agreement
I will teach to the best of my ability to ensure student success.  Therefore, I will do the following:

· Provide schoolwork and assignments for students that are meaningful and aligned to the Arizona State Academic Standards.

· Provide assistance to parents to enable them to help with assignments.

· Keep my online grade book up to date.

· Fully support the “Elect to Learn” class.

· Encourage students and parents by providing information about student progress.

· Encourage and welcome parents as partners in the school setting.

· Support and enforce all MEMS and FUSD school rules.

· Collaborate with my colleagues to provide an optimum educational experience for every student.  

· Provide students the opportunity to learn the skills to become self learners and independent readers.

Signatures    __________________________________  



__________________________________

__________________________________  

__________________________________


__________________________________  

__________________________________

Principal Agreement
In support of the Educational Quality Bill of Rights (EQBR), the under-signed administration will adhere to the following:

· Provide an environment that allows for positive communication, collaboration and consistent support among and between teachers, family and students, thereby fostering positive relationships.

· Provide a copy of the EQBR and its current implementation at MEMS to all parents and other interested parties.

· Provide a safe environment.

· Support and enforce all MEMS and FUSD school rules.

Signature:  _____________________

        Date:  _____________________
Educational Quality Bill of Rights (EQBR)

A.  Every child has the right to:

1. A school that has a commitment to a clear, specific set of challenging learning goals for all students.

2. Academic content that matches the school’s learning goals.

3. Effective teaching, provided by qualified educators who are continually seeking ways to improve their teaching skills.

4. Opportunities for attention to a child’s particular learning needs and support whenever a child is experiencing difficulty in mastering the learning goals.

5. Ongoing reporting of the child’s progress that, shows what students know and can do, is shared with the student and his/her parents/guardians, and is used to help the child’s progress.

6. Appropriate decisions concerning program placement, promotion, graduation.

7. The resources and materials needed, provided in a safe and healthy school learning environment.

B.  Every family – each child and his/her parents/guardians – has a right to:

1. Be partners in decisions affecting their child’s education.

2. The information, training, and assistance needed for full and informed participation in their child’s education.

3. Ways to insure that their educational rights are fully implemented.

4. All of the above, free from all discrimination on the basis of race or national origin, income, disability, limited English proficiency, gender, family status, or prior achievement.

Elect to Learn 
Our administration and faculty believe student responsibility is vital for academic success.  It is important for MEMS students to enter their classrooms with a “ready to learn” attitude.  Having this mind-set is essential for educational achievement, so we are excited to introduce Elect to Learn for the MEMS 2008-2009 school year.

Elect to Learn is a program where teachers require students to be on time and have the necessary class materials.  In English it might be paper, pencil/pen and a novel, in band it might be an instrument, and in physical education it might be wearing the PE uniform.  Having students prepared creates an academic atmosphere for teachers to teach and students to learn.  

When students are prepared, they receive stamps from teachers for their classes; if students are not prepared, then stamps are not earned for those periods.  MEMS students are given agendas at the beginning of the school year.  This is where the teachers record the stamps.  If students earn stamps for all six of their subjects, they leave school at 2:27.   However, if students do not earn stamp(s) for one or more of their six classes, then they will attend Elect to Learn. The hours for Elect to Learn are from 2:30 to 4:00 daily.  Sixth-hour teachers check student agendas to determine who receives a dismissal time of 2:27 and who stays until 4:00.

Our mission at MEMS is for our students to do their best learning.  We have great concerns for students who struggle with academics.  Therefore, in addition to not being prepared, students will not earn stamps for classes they are failing.  These students will also attend Elect to Learn.  Elect to Learn gives students 90 minutes of extra study time.  Students have the opportunity to make-up past assignments and complete homework.  Also, they read novels and work on AIMS prep.  It is a quiet study hall, which allows students to move toward the direction of success at MEMS.
We believe the choice of being responsible is a learned skill.  The faculty and administration at MEMS are pleased to offer this program to your student.  Elect to Learn is a way to instill the “ready to learn” attitude which allows students to achieve academic success.

Understanding School Policies


It is very important for parents to understand and be familiar with school policies.  They are found in the “Student Handbook” which is on the other side of this pamphlet.  Take the time to review the Student Handbook with your child, and if any of the policies are unclear, ask the principal or a teacher about them.  
Some important points found in the Student Handbook include:

· A strict Uniform dress code that all students are required to follow.
· A discipline/behavior policy for students which includes consequences for behavioral infractions, and due process procedures

· The services and activities available at school, including a health clinic, library, bookstore, lost and found, and after school tutoring activities, and bus services.  Many of these items are discussed in greater detail in this handbook.

· The attendance policy.
· Appropriate student conduct at school

· The Dangerous Weapons Policy


If your child has been absent from school for three or more days, you may call the school office and have homework collected from your child’s teachers.  Your child has the same number of days he/she was absent to turn in missed work due to illness.  You can pick up the homework in the office after 2:45 p.m.  If you know your child will be absent from school (a family trip etc.), you should request a “Petition to be Absent” from the office so your child can collect all of their assignments PRIOR to missing school.  Teachers will assign the work upon receipt of the petition.

The School Curriculum at Mount Elden

School Schedule


The schedule at Mount Elden follows a seven-period day.  Classes are 53 minutes in length with a four-minute passing period between classes.  The first 25 minutes of the day is “Success In School” time.  During Success In School students are expected focus on being prepared, student achievement, goal setting, enrichment and expectations.  Students travel to different classes for each period.  Lockers are used to store books and personal items, including jackets and gloves.  

Seventh Grade-MEMS

Core Emphasis

English: Writing, short story, poetry, the novel and drama, reading, grammar

Social Studies:  American and World History; Revolutionary War to Civil War.
Science:  Ecology, Plate Tectonics, Earthquakes, Volcanoes and Astronomy
Math:  Three levels of math are available based upon ability: Algebra, Pre-Algebra, and Math 7
Strand One Electives (Required) 

Every student takes a physical education class, Life Skills and Introduction to Technology.

Electives
Choose from a full year music class: Band, Strings, Choir 

OR

Strand 2 Electives:  Woods, Family Consumer science, Art, Cultural Awareness, Exploratory Navajo and Spanish (9 weeks) and Introductory Navajo and Spanish (18 weeks). 
One of the following classes will be added to the students schedule if reading assistance is needed.

Project LEAD (One Semester):  The Reading Enrichment Across Disciplines Class is designed for those students whose AIMS scores are in the “Approaches Standards” category on the reading portion of the test.

Read Right Intervention: This class is required for those students whose AIMS scores are in the “Falls Far Below Standards” category on the reading portion of the test. 

Eighth Grade- MEMS

Class/Course Emphasis

English:  Writing, grammar, reading

Social studies:  American History from the Civil War to contemporary times.
Science:  Cellular Biology, Genetics, Introduction to Chemistry and matter, and Introduction to Physics.
Math:  Four levels of math are available based upon ability Geometry, Algebra, Pre-Algebra, and Math 8.
Physical Education- Required for one semester 
Electives
Elective classes are one semester or one year in duration: Crafts, Commercial Art, Art, Drama, Yearbook, Navajo, Spanish, Family Consumer Science, Tech-2, Woods-2, Choir, Band, Strings, Guitar, Elective PE, Dance, Remediation reading and Math (Title1).

Special Education 

Gifted and Resource classes are available to all students that qualify. Students in the resource program are mainstreamed as much as possible based upon the Individual Education Plan (IEP).
Intramural Sports Program

Mount Elden has an intramural sports program that offers basketball and volleyball to girls and wrestling and basketball to boys.  We also offer Cross Country and Soccer for both girls and boys.  Intramurals are a recreational sports program where all students participate regardless of their athletic ability.  All coaches provide instruction on the basic fundamentals of each sport and provide equal playing time for everyone on the team.  This provides a healthy atmosphere for all players involved.


Eligibility forms can be picked up in the office and must be completed and on file before a student is eligible to participate in the program.  Students need a sports physical on file in the office PRIOR to the sign up dates listed below.
Goals of the Intramural program
· Emphasize cooperation, recreation, teamwork and fun

· Develop a positive spirit of competition and school pride

· To help build physical conditioning and skills

Student Requirements for Participation in the Intramurals Program:
· Sports physical-covers all sports for the time a student is at MEMS

· Consent for Emergency Care

· Conduct Code- signed by parent and student

· Proof of health Insurance

· Eligibility grade check

· Eligibility:
· Students must sign up for the sport in the office.

· Students must be passing all classes with no “F’s.”

· Grade checks are made every two weeks to determine eligibility.

Intramural Dates:
Sport



Sign-up Dates



Season Dates
Girls’ Volleyball

8-14 thru 8-22



9-3 thru 10-31
Cross Country


8-14 thru 8-22



8-25 thru  10-31
Boys’ Wrestling

10-14 thru 10-24


10-27 thru 1-23
Girls’ Basketball

12-8 thru 1-5



1-6 thru 3-6
Boys’ Basketball

2-23 thru 3-9



3-10 thru 5-15
Soccer



4-20 thru 5-1



5-4 thru 5-29


Students will not be allowed to sign up for intramurals after the ending date found above.  All students will receive a “clearance slip” from the office when they have met all the student and eligibility requirements.

After School Activity Programs

Mount Elden has an extensive after school program that offers students the opportunity to participate in tutoring, clubs and activities.  These activities end at various times, and you should check with your child or the activity sponsor to determine when to pick up your child from school.  Activity buses are available to transport students home at 4:00 p.m. and students need to obtain an Activity Bus Pass from the activity sponsor or an administrator to ride this bus.  The activity bus does not go to every location serviced by “regular” bus routes.  Check with the transportation or the office for drop off locations for your child.  There are no eligibility requirements to participate in the after school activity program.

Parent Tips

The following information will help parents understand their child as he/she attends the middle school.  These tips are for your information and are taken from educational publications relating to middle school students.

Good Habits
· Middle school students should be well rested with a minimum of 8 hours of sleep.

· Set aside a time and place for studying and completing homework.  Most students should have at least one hour of homework per night.  If your child states he/she has no homework on a “regular” basis, something is wrong.  Contact the school!  Compare your child’s grades with the amount of homework brought home.

· Middle school students need to be properly nourished each day.  The school has a free and reduced breakfast/lunch program for those who qualify.  Pick up lunch program forms in the office.

· Adolescence is a time of hormonal change.  Students should be encouraged to bathe regularly and utilize personal hygiene products (deodorant, etc.).

· Students should dress appropriately for the weather.  Lockers are provided for jackets and gloves when the weather is inclement.

Warning Signs for Parents
Beware if your child is:


Using or writing excessive amounts of “gang” language or using gang hand signs


Withdrawing from your family and not taking responsibility for his/her actions


Associating with people you consider undesirable


Staying out late, especially on school nights


Desiring too much privacy


Developing major “attitude problems” with you, teachers, or those in authority


Talking about or using tobacco, drugs, or alcohol


If your child displays any of these, or other warning signs, you may want to contact the principal, assistant principal or the school counselor.

Answers to Important School Questions


Many times parents have questions about school and don’t know how to get the information.  We have compiled the most often asked questions in an attempt to provide answers for our parents.  We have also included a directory of phone numbers to help you to contact the school.

Q: Is there a Behavior Code at Mount Elden and is it available to parents?

A: The MEMS Student Handbook, which includes school discipline policies and procedures, is issued to each student and reviewed at the beginning of the school year.  A copy of this handbook is available for each family.
Q: What is the school’s policy on discipline and student behavior?

A: The MEMS staff has enacted a “zero tolerance” policy regarding disruptive student behavior.
Q: How can parents learn about events at school?

A: A parent information newsletter is mailed home monthly and the school calendar found in this handbook identifies all important dates and activities.
Q: If my child tells me he/she is having a problem at school, who should I talk to regarding the problem?

A: If the problem is with another student (i.e.: bullying, harassing, threatening) you should contact the principal or assistant principal.  If grades are dropping or your child is having personal problems, contact the school counselor.  If homework is not being turned in or test scores are low, contact the teacher.  Remember, if the school does not know about the problem, nothing can be done to solve the problem.
Q: Will someone contact me if my child is having any problems at school?

A: Yes, an administration or teacher will call if a behavior problem occurs, the counselor will call if a scheduling or personal problem exists or the teacher will  call if an academic problem exists.

Q: What times are most convenient to contact school personnel?

A: The administration is available from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Teachers are available during their prep periods and until 3 p.m.

Q: If I would like a conference with my child’s teachers, what do I do?

A: Call Mr. McDonald, our counseling secretary, or your child’s counselor at 773-8270 to set up a conference.


You may want to ask the following questions during a conference:

Q: How is my child’s attitude and behavior in class?

Q: How is my child progressing academically?

Q: How can I determine if my child has homework?

Q: How/when can my child get tutoring help if needed?

Q: Can I receive progress reports showing my child’s grades on a “regular” basis?

Q: What kinds of counseling services does the school counselor provide?

Q: Is there a nurse at school and when is she available?
A: MEMS has a full time nurse from 7:30 a.m. -3:00 p.m.  The nurse is available for emergencies, dispensing medications and routine health screening.

Q: What procedures are in place for medical emergencies?

A:
1. Students should report an injury or illness to their teacher or a staff member immediately.


2. The student should then report to the Clinic and report the injury/illness to the nurse


3. If the nurse is not available, and it is determined the injury/illness is serious, 911 will be called.
Q: What medications can the nurse dispense?
A: The nurse can dispense Acetaminophen, Benadryl and OTC antibiotic ointment.  These are the ONLY medications provided by the school and dispensed by the nurse or staff person designated by the principal.  Students must have a signed parent consent form in the nurse’s office to receive acetaminophen.

Q: What medications can my child possess at school?
A: Students should not possess medications at school.  ALL medication must be dispensed by the nurse.  It is important that parents let the nurse know when their child needs medication and allow the nurse to dispense the medication.  This includes aspirin and prescription drugs.  ALL prescription medication must be accompanied with a signed consent from the parent/guardian.

Q: Is there a place to purchase school items (pencils, paper, computer disks, etc.) at school?
A: MEMS has a bookstore that sells pens, pencils, paper, notebooks, and computer disks.  The bookstore is located next to the office and is open at lunch.  Students pick up their school photos and ID cards in the bookstore.

Q: Is there a “lost and found?”

A: Lost items are placed in the office.  Students and parents are encouraged to look for lost items in the storage bin in the office.
